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Additional Child Care Options in France 

 
Part-Time Care: The part-time care offered here in Paris, in a daycare type setting, is called a halte-
garderie. There are both public (municipale), and private establishments. Depending on the garderie, 
the number of hours and days of care the child can receive varies. Halte-garderies usually do not accept 
children under the age of 10 months, although this is dependent on the halte-garderie.  
  
*Some types of halte-garderies include: 

-Municipale 
-Associative 
-Les haltes jeux 
-Les jardins d’enfants 
 
Full -Time Care: The city also offers full-time childcare, in a daycare type setting, and it is called the 

crèche. Childcare is offered all day, 5 days/week, but often is closed for the month of August. They 

accept children starting at 3 months of age, and go until 3 years old, when French children start 

Maternelle (pre-school). Finding a spot for your child in a crèche municipale can be very difficult, but 

may be possible in a private crèche. 

*Some types of crèches include: 

-Collectives municipals 
-Collectives associatives 
-Familiale 
-Enterprise  
 
How To Register: In order to register for a municipal halte-garderie or crèche, you need to go to the 

Mairie (town hall) in your arrondissement, and make an appointment to enroll your child. You cannot do 

this until you are living in your permanent housing here in Paris. You will then receive a list of 

documents you need to bring with you to the appointment. You will need to call a day or two in advance 

of your appointment in order to confirm it.  

You will then go to the appointment with your documents, your child will be placed in the system, and 

you should receive the information about which halte-garderie or crèche your child will be placed into. 

At that point, you must follow up with the director of that specific establishment in order to finalize the 



registration process, and determine how long the wait-time will be before starting. At that point, you 

will be given more information about the cost.  

In order to register for a private halte-garderie or crèche, you need to contact the director directly and 

make arrangements to discuss enrollment. You should be able to find a list of establishments on the 

website of your specific Mairie.  

*Be aware of the fact that some types of childcare establishments require family involvement, including 

direct participation in running the childcare program. Also, be aware that “Enterprise” establishments 

require that the employer of the children’s parents financially sponsors the child. This is not an option 

for Tri-Mission members.  

Helpful Contacts: 

To obtain an Attestation (a document confirming the information the Mairie requires for your 

appointment), please submit a myservices request under HR (USDH). For questions related to this, 

contact Isabelle Jaud, JaudIN@state.gov or Nathalie Ecoutin, EcoutinNA@state.gov, in HR. Attestations 

are not required, but they are a helpful way of consolidating all the required information.  

To obtain help making an appointment with the Mairie, or understanding how the French system works, 

including help with translation, contact the Paris Welcome Center at ParisWelcome@state.gov. 

This website does a good job of explaining the different options: http://www.paris.fr/creches 

Hiring Nannies: The French government no longer issues visas to domestic employees of American 

direct hire employees below the rank of Chief of Mission, Deputy Chief of Mission, and heads of 

Consulates or American Presence Posts. The process for hiring a local national as a nanny is complex, 

and sponsors should expect to pay a minimum of 1300€ per month if providing room and board, or 

1600€ per month if not. For the most valid and complete information, contact HR at 

ParisASC@state.gov. 

Hiring Babysitters: CLO maintains a list of babysitters who are part of the Mission here in Paris. Contact 

CLOParis@state.gov if you are interested in getting that list. CLO also has a Facebook page. *It may be 

possible to connect with other members of the Paris community through that page, and obtain 

references for nannies/babysitters.  

*RSO recommends that all nannies and babysitters who are not part of the Mission be cleared first. For 

more information, please contact ParisRSO@state.gov. 
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